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PARTNERING WITH GOD OUR FATHER AND CREATOR 

 
 

    
A. The goal of our presentations/reflections is moving beyond a “formal” sense of “faith” as 

content and ritual to a faith that is truly relational (both vertically and horizontally). 
 

B. Believing that God exists but even more, actually loving God; coming to an appreciation 
of God as Father and friend, not a detached and remote Lord and Master. 

 
C. Moving beyond a sense of Revelation and Creation as static to seeing them as on-going 

processes, a dynamic manifestation of the God of love, a gift God is trying to share with us. 
 

D. Recognizing God wants true partners with Him, “co-creators,” not just slaves or mere 
children. 

 
 
 
 
 

A. Start from the Trinitarian relationships:  God as eternal Father and eternal Son bound in 
love of giving and receiving by the prompting within and between them by eternal Holy 
Spirit. 

 
B. These Trinitarian relationships unfold within us and among us: the Holy Spirit dwells within 

us and draws us to the Lord Jesus, Son of the Father so that, with them, we can cry out 
“Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:1-7). We become “one body, one spirit.” 
 

C. God becomes not just “creator” but our Father and we are part of His family with a spiritual 
connection to all people who are also in His image and likeness. [Baptism takes us to a 
deeper level as we become more specifically “in the image of Jesus Christ”… we are “sons 
or daughters in the Son.”] 
 

D. We are genuine partners with the persons of God and creation is not just the “work” 
 of God but a manifestation of God (the eternal giving and receiving of God, the pattern of 
redemption, the separation and return between Father and Son) plays out in the cycles of 
nature and the ebb and flow of water and dappled light etc. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction and overview  

Part One: The “fatherhood” of God 
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Part Two: The Creating-Redeeming God – God as Father/Mother (see Isaiah 43:1-3,  
14-19; Isaiah 49:14-16 and Isaiah 66:7-13 
 
 

A. The “hidden” Father - “generator” of the Son and of the Spirit.  Through them and with 
them, He generates all creation. 
 

B. We do not see Him but we hear His voice. 

 In the Word, His Son who speaks. 

 In the breath, His Spirit who inspires.  

 The voice over the waters (Psalm 29). 

 The voice at the Baptism and Transfiguration of Jesus and also in John 12:28. 
 

C. The silent (but powerful) presence of the Father is wonderfully present in Rembrandt’s 
Return of the Prodigal (acceptance of the Prodigal at all times; father’s hands both male 
and female) …the father is grieved that the older son thinks of their relationship as 
duty/slave rather than a son who is free. 

 
D. Creation relationship means a permanent commitment between the Father and all of us, 

a covenant expressed in all aspects of life: His creative energy is constantly “redeeming” 
us and all that He has made. 

 The “energy” or movement within God becoming manifest in/through us (with 
our conscious cooperation). 

 Catholic Catechism speaks of creation “in a state of journeying toward 
perfection.” 

 Read John 14:1-6 from the perspective of movement. 
 

E. We live in a sacramental world. 

 Not only that God made everything to radiate with His “finger-prints” but it is 
constantly being re-made again by our gratefully accepting everything and 
returning it to Him; He then “re-claims” our gifts or offerings (especially true in 
the Holy Eucharist as bread and wine is consecrated). 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Glory be to God for dappled things –  
   For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;  
      For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;  
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;  
   Landscape plotted and pieced – fold, fallow, and plough;  
      And áll trádes, their gear and tackle and trim.  
 
All things counter, original, spare, strange;  
   Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)  
      With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;  
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:  
                                Praise him. 
 
                                     Pied Beauty – Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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Father Christian de Chergé’s spiritual testament contemplating his 
fate as a victim of terrorism in Algeria in 1996 writes of God’s gaze 
on creation, especially all people, with all their diversity; the Father 
sees the “Christs potential” (His own Son) reflected in everyone!:   
 
“Desiring to immerse my gaze in that of the Father, to contemplate 
with him his children of Islam just as he sees them, all shining with 
the glory of Christ, the fruit of his Passion, filled with the Gift of the 
Spirit, whose secret joy will always be to establish communion and 
to refashion the likeness, delighting in the differences”. 

 
 
 

Part Three: A Sacramental World – Pope Francis on “Care for our Common Home” 
 

A. Biblical creation accounts stress three fundamental and intertwined relationships – with 
God, neighbor and the earth. 

 We have a “ministerial role” in creation. 

 Genesis 2:15 “till and keep” the earth which belongs to the Lord (Psalm 24:1). 

 A world that is imperfect and “in process” (with our help). 
 

B. Christ saw with human eyes and worked with human hands. 
 

C. “Nature” is not a mere setting where we reside; we are a part of nature. 
 

D. Acceptance of our bodies as a gift. 
 

E. A new perspective: “The universe unfolds in God who fills it completely.” 
 

F. Belief in evolutionary process is possible as long as we hold to God as “cause of the 
causes” and that humans came from a quantum leap. All was created Ex Nihilo. 
 

 
 
Part Four: Some applications  
 

A. Four key words: communion, participation, stewardship, solidarity. 
 

The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
    And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
    And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
    Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs — 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
 
                                  God’s Grandeur – Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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B. Ways of seeing our “place” in God’s creation and relating to our Father: 
 Jim Sawyer and Huck Finn regarding stars: were they “made” or did they just 

happen? 
 Brother Guy Consolmagno, S.J. Vatican astronomer regarding faith/science as 

complimentary ways of knowing. 
 Living with a sense of realism (attention to detail) yet also appreciating mystery 

and that which we cannot “explain.” 
 

C. Creation and our humanity are gifts of a very loving and committed God. 
 Every aspect of creation and even our very bodies are a “language” for sharing. 

 
 
 
Conclusion: Father Daniel Lord, S.J.  Letters to my Lord 

 
 
 
 

Some thoughts for prayer and reflection 

 
1. Am I truly grateful for my “body” (in every sense of the term – i.e. my physicality, 

temperament, talents and limitations)?  I will never be able to develop a balanced and 
healthy appreciation of and gratitude for God my creator if I cannot accept with joyful 
gratitude all that He has made. 
 

2. When I look at life, do I evaluate myself and all creation from the perspective of “moving 
parts working together” and a certain prescribed order (where I have a well-deserved 
place) or do I believe everything is pure gift and I have no special “claim” on title, 
comfort, privilege, recognition etc.? 
 

3. Do I see myself as part of creation? 
 

4. How do I think of God - remote creator or a very-present loving father/mother /friend? 
 

5. Do I believe I am a partner with God in the story of my life?  Do I approach other 
relationships in my life as a partnership?   How might I do so in the future? 


